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1 % ~  :hc Trirc~)mmLiiiicalions Access Polic)’ Division. Wireline competition Bureau: 

I .  The Teleconimunications Access Policy Division has under consideration a 
request filed by Siskiyou Coiinty Library, seeking a waiver of the Commission’s rules governing 
the schools and libraries uni\,ersai service suppofl mechanism. Specifically, Siskiyou requests 
waiver of the tiling deadlinc i o r  Funding Year 2002 because of a delay in gathering data from a 
ser\,ice pro\.idei-.’ For the reasons set forth below, we deny Siskiyou’s Waiver Request. 

I 

2 .  Under the schools and libraries universal service support mechanism, eligible 
schools. libraries. and consortia that include cligible schools and libraries, may apply for 
discounts for eligible telecommunications services, Internet access, and internal connections.’ In 
oldrr 10 receive discounts 011 eligible services. the Commission’s rules require that the applicant 
submit to the Schools and Libraries Divisim (SLD) or  the Administrator a completed FCC Form 

I Lerter froln i’at Harper and Kathy rueston, Sihkiyou County Library, IO Federal Communications Commission, 
i i lsil A ~ I ~ I I  26. 2002 (Waivcr Request). Section j4.719(c) ofthe Commission’s rules provides that any person 
cig;rieved b? dii acrioii taken by il division ofthe Universal Service Administrative Company (Administrator) may 
hcek i.e\’ieu f i ( im  the Commission. 47 C.F.R. 3 54.7lY(cj. 

.E2<, Waivcr Keqtlesl Previousl!,. ihis t‘undlng period would be referred to as Funding Year 5 .  Funding periods are 
iiow descrihcd by thc year in which tlir funding permd starts. Thus the funding period which began on July I ,  2002 
and cnds oil June 30. 2003. previouly would have hccn known as Funding Year 5 ,  and is now called Funding Year 
2001. The funding pciiod which begins on J u l y  I ,  2003 and ends on June 30,2004 is now known as Funding Year 
3003. and so u n  
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470.' ( h c c  tile applicant hiis complicd ui th [he Commission's competitive bidding requirements 
a n d  entered iiito an agreement foi- cligible services, i t  must submit a completed FCC Form 471 
applicaiion to thc Administrator.' 1 lie Commission's rules require that the applicant iile the 
I.'C'(~' I.'orni 471 I,) the filing \\indo\\ deadline to be considered pursuant to the funding priorities 
l i~i .  iii-\vindo\\ applicants. 0 J~lie last da)' or  tlic filing \\indo\\) for Funding Year 2002 was 
.lanuar!. 17. 2002. 

1 
~. Sisk iyu  conccdcs that i t  filed its FCC Form 471 after the filing windon had 

closed. Ihut attriburcs the deln! to incorrect data from its service provider.* Siskiyou states that 
i n  p'cparing its 1:U' Forin 471, i t  questioned tWo line items for so-called, "meet point charges. 
on a n  iii\.nicc lrcini the  pro\ iiler Pacific Bcll." SialLiyou notes that it believed such charges were 
1p:tiiI tiiroiigli i \vo  local tclcplione companies. Sislciyou claims that it brought the questionable 
items io thc attcntioii ofl'acilic Bcll.  and began a series of conversations in which the provider 
insistcd thc charges n ie~e  correct. Siskiyou claims h a t  i t  eventually reached someone in the 
coinpan!' \tho understood the issue and agreed to revise those charges from the spreadsheet. 
I lo\vever. thc proccss dela) ecl submission o l  tlic application. 
on .lanuary 2~;. 2002 .  
deadline. 

1. 

1. 

I O  The entire application was filed 
I I  Sislti!;ou rcquests a \vaiver of the Funding Year 2002 waiver window 

A uaivcr can lie granted only if waiving the deadline is supported by a showing 
of' good cause." I\ deviation from a general rule is not permitted unless special circumstances 
warrant i t  and the deviation \ \odd  better ser\'e the public interest than strict adherence to the 
general rule. 
t~ltimatcl); it i s  the applicant \vho is ultimately responsible for the timely submission of its 
appl icatioti. 

13 We have traditionally held applicants to a high standard for waivers, noting that 

1.1 

> .  I n  this case. Sislciyo~i had a responsibility to request funding only for proper 
clurscs. U'c appreciate Siskiyou's efforts at being thorough but note that all applicants are 

' 4 7  C'.r.R. 3 54 %l(b) 

~ 47 C.I .R F 5 1  SO4(C) 

" 4 7  Ct I< S S  j4.5(14(c). 54.507(p) 

~ S1.D nebsire.  W1iat.s New Archives (January I O .  ZOO?) 
~lir tp.~!w~vrrsl .universalservice.oi  r: whatsnew'Ol200?.asp#OI 1 OOZb>. 

' W a t v ~ r  Requesr. iScc ul ,~o  FCC Forln 47 I, Siskiyou Couniy Library. filed January 2:, 2002 (Siskiyou Form 47 I )  

" \ l n i v e i  I<equr\i (;ltrachilig c o p  c>i'tlle invoice in question with Lwo line items rotaling inore than S 12.000) 

U n i v c i  Krc l t iest  

Si.c,kiyou Form 47 I (tlic elccrrotiIc portion was submined on January 23, 2002; the envelope conraining rhe Block 

I O  

I 1  

0 Cenilications and Signature pages and lretii 2 I Attachment was postmarked January 28.2002). 
",(;L"d7C.F.R 4 I.;. 
' 

~ Y O I ~ / I ~ ~ ~ I ~ S I  Celliilor Tclcphui7c i ' v  v F(.'C. 897 F.2d 1164. I 166 (D.C. Cir. 1990). 

' ,S<?<, Keyucsr/or I4 I i w  b: TiwJCi Pork School, F~edwiiI-Siaie Joini Board on Universal Senice, ChoMges io  he 
flouril qi 0irecioi.s o/ Ihr ,Yu/iotiul E.vchan*.c Currier A,esocinlion, lnc., Billed Entity No. I 1350, CC Docl.;et Nos. 
'W-45 and 97-1 I, Order. U A  02-88 (('om. Car. Bur. rel. January 14. 2002) (denying waiver request in case involving 
inlet-iinl adminibtrative problclns and delays obtainins Sewice Provider Identification Numbers). 
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ircytiii-ec to review h e  matei-ial the! suhniit and to make sure i t  is accurate and filed within the 
tiling wititlo\i. L\'e 1 1 0 ~ '  tililt in the compctili\,c process. Sislciyou should have bren able to ttiiii 
L L ~  \ i t l i r r  bidtlcis foi.  hcttei. seiwice i l '  its choice of provider w a s  not satisfactory. Aftel- re\,ie\ving 
l l i c  ~iiiitci-ial hclbre tis. we ccii~cltidc that Siskiyou has failed to demonstrate special circLimstanccs 
iipoii wliicli its M'aivel- IZcqiiert can be granted. 

I ?  

6. A~'C'Ol~DINGIL\I'. IT IS ORDEKIXD, pursuant to authority delegated under sections 
0.01. 0.291. I.;. and 54.722(;1) oi'rlie Coivinission's rules. 47 C.F.K. $ 4  0.91, 0.291. 1.3, and 
%.7??(a).  t h a t  d ie  Wni\.ei- Rcquest iilcd b! Siskiyou Count Library, Yreka, California, on April 
20. 2002.  IS DLINIFI). 

I:EDEIUL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Mark G .  Seifert u 
Deptit) Chief: 'l'elecommunications Access Poiicy Division 
Wircline Competition Bureau 

/<cyi,L,,yi / i ~ r  ~ r i ' l ~ , t t  /I,> /'ibe C ' O I ~ I I I ~  .~ . /7oo/  I j is i r ic i ,  tecicr-u/-tyiaie ./orni Board 011 Univei-sa/ Service. Changes io 
I/?? Uooi-d rg D i w c i m  01 i/w G 1 1 i o i w 1  C.whui7gc Carrier A\.~ociuIion. lnc., SLD-I 35522, CC Docker Nos. 96-45 
and 97-2 I .  Ordet.. I h FCC Kcd 546 I (Coiii. Car. BuI .  200 I) ("In light of the thousands of applications that SLD 
rc'vtews aiid processes cach fundin: year. admtnistrarive necessity requires that each applicant be responsible tor 
ImxidiiiS coinplere and d c c m k  iniornmation in i t s  1'CC Form 47 I upon which its ultimate funding is dependent.") 
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